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The Surat Municipality has shown great courage. The citi-
zens should give their representatives full support. It is not enough
that you have made education independent [of Government con-
trol]. There is no danger of imprisonment or such other punish-
ment in making the entire Municipality independent. All that is
required is resourcefulness, self-confidence and mutual trust. We
should ourselves clean our latrines and roads. We should ourselves
look after the needs of the poor among us and attend on the
sick; we should collect necessary funds for these purposes and
see thai they are properly managed.

In all this, where is the need for Government's help or for its
laws ? Unfortunately, we had no confidence in ourselves. The mafia-
jans had become dishonest. The people, too, had become obdurate*
This was to the advantage of the Government. If the citizens of
Surat voluntarily pay to the mahajan such taxes as they themselves
fix, and if the latter spends the money on the activities I have
mentioned and maintains full and clear accounts, you will have
in the mahajan an independent municipality. Today's municipality
is but a caricature of the mahajan. To have the Government's
municipality is to exchange dependence for independence.

I hope that the citizens of Surat will stand firm in their deci-
sion, that they will do much more than what they have done and
thereby bring glory to their city, to Gujarat and to India.

[From Gujarati]
Navajwan, 5-2-1922

122.   LETTER TO M. R. JAYAKAR
Tuesday Night [January 31, 1922]2
DEAR MR. JAYAKAR,
You will see my letter3 to the Viceroy. It is being posted to
him tomorrow. I am going to delay publication till the 4th.
That meets your requirement also. I do not think I could do
more.
1 Sent in reply to a letter dated January 30, 1922 from Jayakar and Nata-
rajan, Secretaries of the Leaders9 Conference which had met at Bombay on
January 14 and 15. In this letter they had enclosed copies of their correspon-
dence with the Viceroy who had turned down their proposals as a basis for a
round table  conference, and had asked Gandhiji  to postpone his programme
in Bardoli pending further communication in about three days' time.
2 From Jayakar's Ths Story of My Life, Vol I, p. 554
3 Vide "Letter to Viceroy", 1-2-1922.